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Summary of Research Project: 

Nova Scotia is filled with innovative, competent youth that require support in developing their 

entrepreneurial ideas and initiatives. However, youth (15-24 years of age) living in Nova Scotia 

face numerous challenges when it comes to accessing creative skill training and mentorship to 

succeed in our digital economy. Therefore, it is imperative that institutions, local businesses, 

non-profit organizations, government and private sectors come together and support our youth. 

This research projects aims to learn about 15-20 Nova Scotia youth’s artistic engagement when 

participating in a ten-week art-based entrepreneurial program. Specifically, researchers Dr. Sarah 

Reddington, Dr. Shane Theunissen and Dr. Christine McLean from the Child and Youth Study 

Department at Mount Saint Vincent University have partnered with the non-profit organization, 

Youth Art Connection and their director Mr. Ryan Veltmeyer to create a research project to 

support youth entrepreneurial initiatives.  

This research will involve collecting data through semi-structured interviews and focus groups 

on 15-20 youth’s experiences when participating in Youth Art Connection’s, ten-week 

ARTpreneur program to be delivered this fall in the North End of Halifax. The ARTpreneur 

program is designed and facilitated by Youth Art Connection to allow Nova Scotia youth to 

explore through an entrepreneurial lens their values, skills, ideas, and resources in relation to 

their local economy. The goal of the ten-week ARTpreneur program is for participants to create 

an arts-based business plan to execute in our global economy. The hope is that this ARTpreneur 

program will offer youth a mechanism to improve their community networking and global 

economic research, including a chance to build a future in their local community.  

This research partnership will record and report on the experiences and perspectives of youth, 

whose voices are often left out of the dominant discourse. Through this project, we can increase 

the scope of the youth’s agency by sharing their ideas and unpacking their knowledge on 

community, globalization and the qualities required to secure success as a young resident of 

Nova Scotia. In addition, this research will serve as a robust evaluation tool for Youth Art 

Connection to support the non-profit organization in expanding their youth entrepreneur 



programs across Nova Scotia. To date, there are limited reports on youth access to entrepreneur 

programming in Nova Scotia.  

For more information on Youth Art Connection, please visit their website, 

http://youthartconnection.ca 


